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- 1 - 



THIS INVENTION relates to an album- or file assembly. It more 
particularly relates to an album- or file assembly for keeping personal records such 
as pictures, photographs, certificates, general or ceremonial documents, and the 
like. It relates also to a modular sub-assembly for such album- or file assembly, for 
receiving such personal records. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention there is provided an 
album- or file assembly for keeping of personal records, which assembly includes: 

at least one modular sub-assembly in the form of a sleeve having opposed 
operatively front and rear walls respectively providing operatively front and rear 
major faces, the walls being secured together at or adjacent their peripheries to 
define therebetween an envelope within which personal records are receivable; 

at least one photograph display device for accommodating at least one 
photograph; and 

a binder within which each sleeve and device are received, the binder having 
securing means for removably securing each sleeve and each device in place 
therein. 

The envelope of each sleeve may be expansible for receiving a 
relatively large number of documentary records or relatively thick documentary 
records arranged in sequence. Each envelope may have a peripheral opening and 
the front and rear walls defining each envelope may be secured together by means 



of one or more peripheral walls which are folded in concertina fashion for 
permitting reversible expansion of the envelope in accordance with the number or 
thickness of records received. 

Advantageously, the peripheral wall or walls of each sleeve are 
integrally formed with one or both of the front or rear walls. 

The assembly may further include a protective cover within which the 
binder is received for protecting it. The protective cover may be in the form of a 
box-shaped sheath of relatively sturdy scratch - or scuff-resistant construction. 

The assembly may include a plurality of sleeves and a plurality of 
photograph display devices alternating with the sleeves, for example, by being 
interleaved therebetween. 

In one embodiment, each photograph display device may be in the 
form of a transparent sheet having opposed operatively front and rear faces, and 
may include mounting formations in the form of a plurality of cardboard or 
transparent pockets for receiving photographs, the pockets being provided on both 
faces of each sheet. 

In another embodiment, each photograph display device may be in the 
form of a transparent envelope within which photographs are receivable. 



Advantageously, the photographs are mounted on one or both sides of opaque 
sheets, and each sheet is then received within one envelope. 

Naturally, the assembly may include both the above described 
embodiments of photograph display devices. 

The binder may include a front cover, a rear cover opposite the front 
cover, and a spine interconnecting the front cover and the rear cover, the binder 
being foldable in book fashion along fold lines provided at the spine and between 
the respective covers, with the sleeves and the photograph display devices being 
received within the binder between its covers. The front cover, the rear cover, and 
the spine may all be planar rectangular boards of a material such as, for example, 
cardboard. In some embodiments, the front cover, the rear cover, and the spine 
may be integrally connected so that the binder is of unitary construction, in which 
case the fold lines may, for example, be provided by grooves or lines of weakness 
extending along at least one side edge of the spine. 

The securing means may be in the form of a plurality of generally ring 
shaped clasps fast with and spaced along either one of the spine or the rear cover 
of the binder, or a suitably arranged spiral of coils. When the securing means is 
in the form of clasps, both the sleeves and the photograph display devices may 
provide holes or openings adjacent edges thereof for receiving the clasps, the holes 
or openings, naturally, being sized and spaced in similar fashion to the clasps. 



Areas of the sleeves and the photograph displace devices surrounding the holes or 
openings may be reinforced to inhibit initiation or propagation of tears in these 
areas. 

The front wall of each sleeve may be slightly narrower than its rear 
wall to permit the holes or openings through the sleeves to extend through their 
rear walls only. 

The rear walls of the sleeves, and the photograph display devices, 
may have essentially the same surface areas, which may be slightly smaller than 
those of the front cover and the rear cover of the binder so that the covers 
overhang the sleeves and photograph display devices. 

The operatively rear face of the rear wall of each of the sleeves may 
provide writing space for receiving written information associated with records kept 
in the adjacent sleeve or associated with photographs accommodated by the 
photograph display devices between said adjacent sleeves, so that when the binder 
is open and laid flat, the exposed rear face of the sleeve located above the front 
cover of the binder displays information associated with the records kept in its 
neighboring sleeve located above the rear cover, and with the photographs 
accommodated by photograph display device or devices between said sleeves. 

The operatively front face of the front wall of each sleeve may provide 



mounting space for mounting of photographs or pictures. In some embodiments, 
said front faces may furthermore provide mounting formations for mounting the 
photographs or pictures. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is provided 
a modular sub-assembly, removably receivable in a binder, for receiving personal 
records, the sub-assembly being as hereinbefore described. 

The invention is now described, by way of example, with reference 
to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings. 

In the drawings: 

Figure 1 shows, in three-dimensional view, part of an album assembly in 
accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 shows, in three-dimensional view, a modular sub-assembly, also in 
accordance with the invention, forming part of the album assembly in accordance 
with the invention; 

Figure 3 shows, in three-dimensional view, a photograph display device 
forming part of the album assembly in accordance with the invention; 

Figure 4 shows, in three-dimensional view, a further embodiment of a 
photograph display device forming part of the album assembly in accordance with 
the invention; and 

Figure 5 shows, in three-dimensional view, a protective cover forming part 



of an album assembly in accordance with the invention, with a binder also forming 
part of the album assembly in accordance with the invention received therein. 

With reference to Figure 1 of the drawings, part of an album assembly 
in accordance with the invention is generally indicated by reference numeral 10. 

The album assembly part 10 includes fourteen modular sub- 
assemblies, also in accordance with the invention, in the form of sleeves 12 (one 
of which is shown in Figure 2) for receiving personal records such as pictures, 
photographs, certificates, general or ceremonial documents, and the like. The 
album assembly part 10 includes also thirteen photograph display devices for 
accommodating photographs. The album assembly part 10 of Figure 1 includes 
one embodiment of the photograph display devices, the devices being in the in the 
form of transparent sheets 14 (one of which is shown in Figure 3) providing 
mounting formations generally indicated by reference numeral 1 5 for mounting 
photographs thereon. 

Figure 4 shows a variant embodiment of a photograph display device 
in the form of a transparent envelope 17. Naturally, the album assembly 10 may 
include both the transparent sheets 14 and the transparent envelopes 17. 

The album assembly 10 further includes a binder 16 (Figures 1 and 
4) in which the sleeves 12 and the transparent sheets 14 and/or the transparent 
envelopes 17 are received. The binder 16 has securing means in the form of a 
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series of hoops or clasps 18 for removably securing the sleeves 12 and the 
transparent sheets 14 in place therein. 

The album assembly 10 yet further includes a protective cover 20 
{Figure 4) in the form of a box-shaped sheath of relatively sturdy scratch- or scuff- 
resistant construction. 

Referring now in particular to Figure 2 f each sleeve 12 has opposed 
operatively front and rear walls, respectively being indicated by reference numerals 
22 and 24, each of which provides an operatively front and an operatively rear 
major face. The front and rear major faces of the rear wall 24 are respectively 
indicated by reference numerals 26 and 28, the front major face of the front wall 
22 being indicated by reference numeral 30. The front wall 22 and the rear wall 
24 are secured together adjacent their peripheries by means of peripheral walls in 
the form of side walls 32 and 36 and by a bottom wall 34 (Figure 1), to define 
therebetween an envelope 38 having a peripheral opening 40 at its top. The 
personal records are thus receivable within the envelope 38. Each of the peripheral 
walls 32, 34, 36 is folded so that the envelope is expansible and retractable in 
concertina fashion, for permitting reversible expansion of the envelope 38 in 
accordance with the number or thickness of records received therein. 

The rear wall 24 of the sleeve 1 2 is in the form of a planar rectangular 
sheet of relatively sturdy cardboard. The front wall 22 of the sleeve 12 is of a 



similar construction and, in this embodiment, the folded peripheral walls 32, 34, 
36 are integrally formed with the front wall 22. The front wall 22 is spaced 
operatively outwardly from an operatively inner edge 42 of the rear wall 24, and 
is secured to the rear wall 24 by means of flaps 52, 54 fast with the side walls 32, 
36, and a flap (not visible) fast with the bottom wall 34. The flaps 52, 54 and the 
flap which is not visible are thus extensions of the peripheral walls 32, 36, 34. 

The front wall 22 has a semi-circular indentation 44 in an operatively 
top edge thereof, to facilitate removal of records received in the envelope 38, from 
the envelope 38. The front face 30 of the front wall 22, provides mounting space 
for mounting pictures or photographs 46, 48 (shown in broken lines) thereon. In 
this embodiment, the photographs 46, 48 are adhesively mounted to the front face 
30. In some embodiments, not shown, the front face 30 may provide mounting 
formations for mounting the photographs 46, 48. 

The sleeve 1 2 further includes, spaced slightly operatively outwardly 
from the inner edge 42 of the rear wall 24, four spaced and aligned apertures 50, 
for receiving the clasps 18 when the sleeve 12 is received within the binder 16. 
Areas of the rear wall 24 surrounding the apertures 50 are reinforced to inhibit 
initiation or propagation of tears in these areas. 

The sleeves 12 can, if desired, be of different colours or be provided 
with different decorative surface patterns. Likewise, some of the sleeves 1 2 may, 
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if desired, be of like colour or be provided with like patterns. 

Referring now in particular to Figure 3, the transparent sheet 14 is 
rectangular, and of a size substantially equal to that of the sleeve 12. The sheet 
14 provides opposed operatively front and rear faces, the front face only being 
visible and indicated by reference numeral 56. The mounting formations 1 5 are in 
the form of transparent pockets 60 provided on both the front face 56 and the rear 
face of the sheet 14. In this embodiment, each face of the sheet 14 is provided 
with five pockets 60. In other embodiments, not shown, each of these faces may 
be provided with any desired number of pockets. The pockets 60 are secured at 
their peripheries to the front face 56 and the rear face of the sheet 1 4 and provide 
peripheral openings {not visible) via which pictures or photographs can be inserted 
into these pockets 60. 

The sheet 14 further includes four apertures 62 arranged on the 
sleeve 14 in similar fashion to the apertures 50 on the sleeve 12, likewise for 
receiving the clasps 18 when the sheets 14 are received within the binder 16. 
Here also, areas of the sheet 14 surrounding the apertures 62 are reinforced to 
inhibit initiation or propagation of tears in these areas. 

With reference to Figure 4, the transparent envelopes 1 7 resembles 
the transparent sheet 14 and, accordingly, unless otherwise indicated, like 
reference numerals are used to indicate like parts or features. The transparent 
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envelope 1 7 is rectangular, and of a size substantially equal to that of the sleeve 
1 2 and the sheet 1 4. The envelope 1 7 provides an open-topped pocket 86 defined 
between two transparent sheets, only a front one of which is visible and is 
indicated by reference numeral 88, within which photographs are receivable. The 
envelope 17 ; further includes four apertures 62 arranged on the envelope 17 in 
similar fashion to the apertures 62, of the sheet 14, likewise for receiving the 
clasps 18 when the envelopes 17 are received within the binder 16. Here also, 
areas of the envelope 1 7 surrounding the apertures 62 are reinforced to inhibit 
initiation or propagation of tears in these areas. 

In the embodiment of the envelope 1 7 shown in Figure 4, photographs 
(not shown) received within the pocket 86 are mounted on an opaque sheet, in this 
embodiment a cardboard sheet 90 (shown in broken lines), with the cardboard 
sheet 90 then being received within the pocket 86, When a plurality of envelopes 
17 are received within the binder 16, the various cardboard sheets 90 may be of 
different colours. Likewise, some of the cardboard sheets 90 may be of like 
colour. 

With particular reference now to Figure 1 , the binder 1 6 includes a 
front cover 64 and a rear cover 66, the covers 64, 66 being of the same size and 
shape and interconnected by a spine 68. The front cover 64, the rear cover 66 
and the spine 68 are all in the form of rectangular relatively thick cardboard sheets. 
The spine 68 is defined between the front cover and the rear cover by means of 
fold lines 70, 72 extending along operatively inner edges of the front cover 64 and 
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of the rear cover 66. In this embodiment, the front cover 64, the rear cover 66, 
and the spine 68 are of separate cardboard sheets connected together along the 
respective fold lines 70, 72. In other embodiments (not shown), however, the 
front cover 64, the rear cover 66, and the spine 68 may be of unitary construction, 
in which case the fold lines 70, 72, enabling folding of the binder in book fashion, 
are provided by grooves or lines of weakness; and the covers 64, 66 and spine 68 
can instead be of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or any other suitable plastics material. 

Referring now to Figure 5 of the drawings, the protective cover 20 
includes opposed major walls 74, 76 connected together by means of side walls 

78, 80 and a rear wall which is not visible, and provides a mouth opening 79. The 
major faces 74, 76 are provided, at their edges 81 , 83 defining the mouth opening 

79, with semi-circular recesses 82, 84 facilitating removal of the binder 1 6 (shown 
in broken lines in Figure 5) from the protective cover 20. 

As can be seen in Figure 1 , the transparent sheets 1 4 are interleaved 
between the sleeves 12. Likewise, the envelopes 17 may, instead of or in addition 
to the sheets 14, be interleaved between the sleeves 12. The operatively rear 
faces 28 of the rear walls 24 of the sleeves 1 2 provide writing space for receiving 
information associated with personal records received in the pocket 38 of a 
neighboring sleeve 12 and pictures received in the pockets 60 of a neighboring 
transparent sheet 14 and/or in the pockets 86 of the envelopes 1 7. Thus, in use, 
when the binder 1 6 is laid flat (as shown in Figure 1 ), information received on the 
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rear face 28 of one sleeve 1 2 located above the front cover 64 is associated with 
personal records received in the neighboring sleeve 1 2 located above the rear cover 
66 and associated with the photographs received in the pockets 60 of the 
transparent sheet 14 and/or in the pocket 86 of the envelope 17 between such 
sleeves 12. 

In the embodiment shown, the album assembly 10 includes fourteen 
sleeves 12 and thirteen sheets 14 interleaved between the sheets 12. It is, 
however, to be appreciated that additional sleeves 12 and/or additional sheets 14 
may be added to the assembly 10. As hereinbefore mentioned the assembly 10 
may, instead of or in addition to the sheets 14, include any desired number of 
envelopes 17. In the illustrated example, the album has a size of approximately 
A3, but can naturally be of other sizes, as desired. 

It is expected that an album assembly in accordance with this 
invention will particularly advantageously be applicable for keeping personal records 
of scholars or pre-schoolers. Each sleeve 12 and its associated sheet 14 and/or 
envelope 17 may thus, for example, receive personal records pertaining to a 
particular school year or to a particular pre-school year. 
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